, resembling the junction-protecting effect previously reported for pig thyrocytes (19 (Fig. 4) (Fig. 8B) . HLA-DR immunoreactivity was present both intracellularly as a granular distribution and at the cell surface of thyrocytes (Fig. 8C ). Fig. 7 ), which is opposite to the natural apical route. In contrast, culture in 6H for 2 days specifically increased the apical secretion of TG. This indicates that long-term TSH stimulates the synthesis and polarized secretion of TG, corresponding to the lumenal direction in intact follicles. Previously, a similar effect of chronic TSH has been reported for pig thyrocytes cultured in a bicameral chamber (14) . However, in these cells the apical secretion of TG is predominant also in the absence of TSH (14) . which is consistent with our own findings that pig thyrocytes form and maintain a morphologically and functionally polarized monolayer also in the absence of TSH (15, 19) . The (56) .
